
Ella, Tessa, and Janna Moore, first day of school, Staples High School

Dear Westporters,
 
Can you feel the excitement in the air? We wish Westport students and
families a wonderful first day of school and a happy, healthy year ahead.

Our school community has been deeply impacted by the global pandemic,
but we are excited that this return to school looks a bit more normal while
continuing to use appropriate precautions to keep our students, faculty,
and staff safe. Full-time, in-person classes and a regular schedule of sports
and school activities promise to make this year very special. We are deeply
appreciative to our entire community for their ongoing flexibility and
perseverance in this difficult time.  

As a former member of the Board of Education (Jen Tooker), and a member
of the RTM’s Education Committee and a past president of the Saugatuck
Elementary School PTA (Andrea Moore), we are personally committed to
ensuring Westport’s schools continue to deliver a world-class education for



students. 

Also, as Second Selectman for the last four years, Jen Tooker has been part
of the leadership team that:

●      Appointed the Coleytown Middle School Building Committee to
manage the successful renovation of CMS.
 
●      Worked with the schools through the ReOpen Westport Advisory Team
to coordinate all pandemic-related discussions.

 Coleytown Middle School

While the Board of Selectmen does not have direct oversight over the
schools, there are several ways we can and will support the educational
system:

●      Coordinate closely with the school administration and bring the
town’s deep expertise in building and facility maintenance to prevent
disruptive construction projects, school closings and huge expenditures like
we experienced at Coleytown Middle School from happening again. 

●      Dedicate the necessary financial and manpower resources to ensure
our students are in a healthy environment for 21st century learning.

●      Expand the programming and reach of the Westport Together
alliance between the Town, schools, PTA, and local non-profit organizations
to support the positive development and wellness of students and the wider



community.

●      Enhance the safety of our students by investing in pedestrian
walkways and sidewalks in school zones and address traffic issues impacting
bus routes and roads surrounding our schools.    

●      Continue to ensure proper funding of the schools despite the drastic
reduction in Educational Cost Sharing funds from the State of Connecticut
over the past several years.

We are committed to transparency, accountability, and excellence in our
schools, and will foster a collaborative relationship with the school
administration to deliver the world class education system our families and
students expect and deserve. 

Best wishes,

Jen Tooker and Andrea Moore
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